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EPA National and Regional Priorities

ÅImplement Key Clean Air 

Programs

ÅNew Rulemaking Actions

ÅEnergy and Climate 

Change

ÅHomeland Security

ÅIndoor Air/Radon

ÅClean Air Act Enforcement

Results and Accountability - Innovation and Collaboration - Best Available Science



National Goal to Reduce GHG 

Emissions Intensity

ÅReduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 

intensity of the American 

economy by 18 percent over the 

10-year period from 2002 to 

2012

ïGHG intensity is the ratio of 

greenhouse gas emissions to 

economic output

ïestimate 183 metric tons per million 

dollars of Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) in 2002, to 151 metric tons per 

million dollars of GDP in 2012

www.epa.gov/climatechange



The intensity-based approach promotesé.

ÅNear term opportunities
ïvoluntary programs and partnerships 

to conserve fossil fuel, recover 
methane and sequester carbon

ïadoption of existing technologies, 
energy efficiency improvements and 
renewable resources to reduce 
emissions cost-effectively

Å In the longer term
ïdevelopment and deployment of 

breakthrough technologies will provide 
safe and reliable energy to fuel our 
economy with reduced or no 
greenhouse gas emissions

www.epa.gov/climatechange



International Cooperation

ÅU.S. is engaged in international 
efforts on climate change
ïEPA actively participates in 

multilateral and bilateral activities by 
establishing partnerships and 
providing leadership, technical 
expertise and capacity building 
support

ïMultilaterally, the U.S. is the largest 
funder of activities under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC)

www.epa.gov/climatechange



Courtesy of Sustaining the Environment and Resources for Canadians

Energy and Climate Change in the Southeast



EPA Region 4

Some 

interesting and 

important 

factsé

Land Area by EPA Region
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22%

éand our people are on the move!

23%

VMT by region
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CO2from fossil fuel combustioné.
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CO2 Emissions from Fossil Fuel Combustion in 2005

http://ehpnet1.niehs.nih.gov/docs/2001/109-8/forumfig_smokestack.JPG


Mandatory GHG Emissions Reporting

Å Objective - To collect comprehensive and accurate data relevant to 

future climate policy decisions, including potential future regulation 

under the Clean Air Act

Å Scope of Coverage -Define gases ñéto require mandatory 

reporting of greenhouse gas emissionsò (CO2, CH4, N2O, HFC, 

PFC, SF6)

Å Both upstream and downstream sources -ñThe Agency is further 

directed to include in its rule reporting of emissions resulting from 

upstream production and downstream sourceséò

ïUpstream: fossil fuel and chemical producers                                

and importers

ïDownstream: direct emitters - large industrial                          

facilities



Mandatory GHG Emissions Reporting

ÅEPA sought input from 
interagency counterparts 
and others on issues 
such as measurement 
and reporting

ÅProposed rule Fall 2008, 
final rule by June 2009

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html



Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(ANPR)

Å Published in Federal Register on 

June 30, 2008

Å One of the steps EPA has taken 

in response to the U.S. Supreme 

Court's decision in 

Massachusetts v. EPA

Å Reflects the complexity and 

magnitude of the question of 

whether and how greenhouse 

gases could be effectively 

controlled under the Clean Air 

Act 
http://epa.gov/climatechange/anpr.html


